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January has been another special month.
The return to in-person learning was delayed across Ontario as school’s prepared
for safe learning with our new guidelines
and protocols. We also got more snow in
a day then we usually get in the month.
This has created issues for walking and
bussing to and from schools. The large
amount of snow continues to create issues
in our parking lots. Thank you for your
continued patience.
I would once again thank staff for their
continued flexibility in the transitions to
and from remote learning.
Niagara Region Public has added protocols to the provincial guidelines and continues to inform and dismiss cohorts for
reported cases. Schools have provided
Rapid Antigen tests to families to help
identify cases and support a safe return to
the learning environment. See page 5 for
more information about public health protocols.
February will be another busy month. Report cards will be going home on February 17. There are a number of special
days planed this month. Our first is this
Friday. It is Team Canada Day to cele-

brate the beginning of the Olympics. Students can wear Team Canada colours
and/or Canada clothing.
Many classes will be doing learning and
celebrating around the Olympics. We will
also be recognizing the contributions of
Black Canadians this month, as February
is Black History Month. Please check out
the calendar for all the special dates.
Students will be completing our School
Culture Survey this month. Families will
also have a chance to contribute their
thoughts. Please see page 4 for more
information.
Please check out
the rest of the newsletter for other important updates and
information.

SCHOOL COUNCIL
The School Council next meeting is on March 1, 2022.
All parents and guardians are welcome to attend. An agenda will be shared out
closer to the date. The Parent Involvement Committee Virtual Speaker Series continues this month. Please see page 3 for more details.
Feel free to contact the School Council co-chairs or the office with questions.
Heather Stortz

Jodie Bartlett
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Mrs. Chrastina & Mrs. Belvedere – Clara Y., Weston L., &

Mr. Stewart – Cael G., and Chase N.

Elena R.

and Henley T. (Fr.)

Mrs. Teather & Mrs. Rossi –
Lincoln K., Milo S., & Sutter R.

Mrs. Hall & Mrs. Leveille –
Bella D., Nolan K., and Wesley C.

Mrs. Kurland- Lucas P, & Ellis S
Mrs. Fairchild – Emerson H.,
Ella P., and Peyton D.

Mr. Mako – Emily C., Brenden M.,
Mr. Mueller – Nate T., Eliza G., and
Erin D.

Ms. Gamm – Isla F., & Hutchin E.
Mrs. Furtney – Noah P., Julian R.,
and Keisha J.

Mr. Medhurst – Coral B., Gabriella
O., and Gerald Z.(French)

Mrs. Downs – Elise V., Mollee
C., Tristan B. and Brody B.

Mr. Campbell – Caleb S. (French),
Eva B., Logan M., and Sarah A.

Mr. Side –Emmett R., & Hailey S.

Mrs. Coote – Arthur L. , Rowan N.,

Miss Moore – Charlie, Anthony,

and Maddie (French)

and Austin

Mrs. Hyatt -Lucas L., Hasti B., Andie
(French) and Kaiden (French)

SAFE ARRIVAL NEW FEATURE
DSBN’s Safe Arrival Program helps families and schools communicate to help ensure our children are safe. Whether it’s an illness, a medical appointment or another
important event, parents can easily schedule and report absences using their choice
of three simple channels.
•

Safe Arrival Option 1: Call toll-free before bell time to report your child’s absence 1-866-606-5567

•

Safe Arrival Option 2: Set up an online School Messenger Parent Portal account and login to
schedule and report absences.

•

Safe Arrival Option 3: Download the School Messenger app to your smart phone or tablet to schedule and report absences.

A new feature has been added to our Safe Arrival notification system called “Web
links”. Guardians will receive a new version of Safe Arrival notification email that will
include a link to the web page which allows the family to quickly and conveniently update the attendance information for their children’s absences. If you have any questions about Web Links or wish to discuss your child’s attendance, please contact our
school office.
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Thank you for your interest in DSBN’s French Immersion program. Students in
French Immersion take the same subjects as those in the English Grade 1 program. Children are introduced to the French language through repetition, gestures and songs. In the 21st century, our goal for language learning
is authentic communication. Students learn to listen, speak, read and write in
French for real-life purposes.
How to Register
Each year, online registration opens the first Monday in January following the
winter break. Online registration closes the Tuesday following Family Day
weekend. The registration link will be available on this site during the timelines
stated above.
https://www.dsbn.org/programs-services/french-immersion/home
You will need your child’s OEN which is found in the upper right-hand corner of
the report card.
If you have any questions about online registration, please send them
to K8_css@dsbn.org .

VIRTUAL SPEAKERS SERIES
The Parent Involvement Committee Virtual Speaker Series continues this
month. Please see the details below for the next session on February 23,
2022. Families can register using the link below.
Register Here
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At the DSBN, we are committed to achieving an equitable and inclusive school culture where
everyone feels safe and accepted, has a true sense of belonging, and feels their identity and
lived experiences are valued. To support this work, it’s important that we hear from you, and
that we listen. Your voice matters to us.
This is why we are asking students in Grades 4-8 who are learning in-person, as well as family
members, to share your experiences at school in the ‘Your Voice Matters’ School Culture Survey. Collecting this information will help us better understand how your child is feeling when
they attend, learn and play at school. Your input will be used to support and enhance our
school, with the goal of building and maintaining a positive culture at Glynn A Green for all.
The questions are organized into five main areas that help create your school culture: WellBeing; Caring and Safe Schools; Sense of Belonging; Equity and Inclusion; Teaching and
Learning. Identity-based questions related to ancestry, ethnicity, race, religion, gender identity
and language(s) spoken at home will also be asked. These are to understand how learning
experiences may differ among groups of students, and will contribute to promoting a safe and
inclusive school culture.
Students in Grades 4-8 will be asked to complete the survey at school during class time
between February 7 - 22, 2022. You will receive a message on February 7 that will include the online survey link and our school code. You will also be able to access the
online survey through our school website. By entering our school code, families will be
invited to fill out the online survey. It will take approximately 15 minutes to complete.
The survey will be entirely anonymous and confidential. Although the survey is voluntary, we encourage all students learning in-person and families to take part. The more
responses we receive, the more effective the DSBN can be in supporting everyone
moving forward.

INCLEMENT WEATHER
There are times in Niagara when weather conditions are so poor that we must
cancel student transportation, and/or close schools to preserve the safety of
students and staff.
The decision to cancel transportation and/or close schools is not taken lightly; a variety
of factors are considered when making this choice. To learn more about how these decisions are made, please go to https://www.dsbn.org/inclementweather.
Transportation Cancellations:

Information about transportation delays and cancellations are posted to
https://portal.nsts.ca/Cancellations.aspx. When transportation is cancelled, every effort is
made to communicate the decision by 6:00 am on the day of the cancellation. There are
times when transportation is cancelled, but schools remain open. If, on those days you
feel it is best for your child to stay home, please report your child’s absence https://
dsbn.org/safearrival/ so we can make sure they are safe at home.
School Closures:
When the decision to close schools is made, it refers to all schools: both in-person
and remote learners. Every effort will be made to share school closure information before 6:00 am on the day of the school closure. You will find it on dsbn.org, all school websites, DSBN social media, and local media share the news widely as well.
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COVID-19 Update
Niagara Region Public Health is reviewing updated measures and guidelines from the
Ontario government. Some of the information on the Schools & Child Care During
COVID-19 webpage may change due to these updates. If you or your child are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 or have tested positive on a PCR or rapid antigen test,
review guidance on self-isolation.
The COVID-19 vaccine remains the single best protection against COVID-19 and variants. Children five to 11 years of age and individuals 12 years of age and older can get
vaccinated at Public Health clinics. To schedule your visit to a Niagara Region Public
Health COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic, book an appointment online through the provincial
portal at Ontario.ca/bookvaccine or call the booking system at 1-833-943-3900. Additional information is available through COVID-19 Vaccination in Children and Youth
webpage and fact sheets in multiple languages.
Up-to-date information on COVID-19 and vaccine eligibility is available on Niagara Region Public Health’s website, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
Public health professionals are available to answer any questions through the COVID19 Info-line Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.
905-688-8248 or 1-888-505-6074, press 7
Masking: All students will be offered 3-ply cloth masks, and staff will be given unfitted
N95 masks. If your child would like a 3ply mask please send a note to your child(ren)’s
teacher or contact the office and we will provide one.
Self-Screening: It is important that you ensure your child(ren)’s self-screening has
been completed each and every day. The self-screening includes symptoms specific to
the Omicron variant. The self-assessment is linked to every school website for elementary students. We will continue with daily reminders for families who do not complete
the screening tool each day. If your child doesn’t feel well and has not passed the selfscreening tool, please keep them at home and follow the guidance of the screener.
If your child does not pass the screener (red) please continue to read the entire form. It
will make recommendations on: Next steps, Going to school/child care again, and
Siblings or other people you live with.
Rapid-Antigen Tests: Ontario Public Health and the Ministry of Education have committed to suppling Rapid Antigen Tests for staff and students in schools to support the
safe operation of the schools Rapid Antigen Tests have been distributed to families if
you were missed please contact the office directly.

You are not required to report the results of these RATs to your child(ren)’s
school as school board reporting has changed. Positive rapid antigen or PCR
tests can be reported to your family health practitioner or Niagara Region Public
Health.
School Covid Case Reporting Link
NRPH intends to continue to dismiss cohorts where there is a test-confirmed COVID-19
infection to stop the spread of infection as early as possible. Students who are vaccinated with 2 doses, however, will be exempt from school dismissals. Parents
nonetheless will be notified so they can make a decision around whether their child
should remain in school or not. When dismissals happen it will be for 5 day period.
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KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Kindergarten Registration is Now
Open
Our Kindergarten registration is officially open! And we’re hoping you can help
us share the news by telling your
friends and family that they can now
register their child for Kindergarten, for
a September 2022 start. Online registration is at:

www.dsbn.org/Kindergarten!
Join Us for Kindergarten LIVE – February 3rd at 6:00 pm
As much as we want families to visit us,
we’re still not able to have families inside our schools this year for in-person
open houses unfortunately. Instead, we
are hosting a virtual, LIVE Q&A – Kindergarten LIVE! New parents have lots
of questions about Kindergarten in general, and we’re going to have experienced Kindergarten staff answer questions live on Thursday, February 3rd at
6PM. This is available to any parent or
guardian with a Kindergarten-aged
child.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Please mark these dates on your calendar and plan accordingly.

EQAO

February 18

Grades 3 & 6

PD Day

Between

February 21

May 4 - June 24

Family Day
March Break

Specific Dates will be shared
with classes as the time nears

March 14th to 18th, 2022
The complete 2021-2022 Elementary School Calendar is available online: https://www.dsbn.org/calendars
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